Taha Hussein (1889-1973) was a contemporary of Abdel Halim Hafez, although he lived a much longer life, passing away in his 80s. He is generally considered Egypt's greatest 20th century intellectual, spending much of his professional life at Cairo University, where he was considered the "Dean of Arabic Literature" (Fig 2) [5, 6] .
Like Abdel Halim Hafez, Taha Hussein was born into extreme poverty and also contracted a debilitating NTD as a child. But, in Taha Hussein's case, it was blinding trachoma acquired as a young child, possibly made worse by a surgical eye procedure performed by a village barber [5] . He recounts this experience in a renowned autobiography entitled The Days, published in 1929 and since republished in multiple languages [5, 6] .
Taha Hussein began his formal education in a religious school as an adolescent, but he was a prodigy, and his obvious brilliance allowed him to become one of the first matriculating students at the new Cairo University in 1908 [5] . He subsequently studied in Montpelier, where he met and married his lifelong companion, Suzanne Bresseau [5, 6] , and then went on to obtain another doctoral degree from the Sorbonne in Paris before finally coming back to Egypt for good to become a Cairo University professor.
Taha Hussein led an extraordinary intellectual life. Among his accomplishments, he founded two Egyptian universities, Alexandria and Ein Shams University, and edited numerous literary magazines [5] . His intellectual life was also turbulent, as he was removed on numerous occasions from leadership academic posts, only to be rehired [5] . He ultimately became Egypt's Minister of Education in 1950, which earned him the designation of "Pasha" [5] . More importantly, he tireless devoted efforts to promote literacy across Egypt.
Whereas Abdel Halim Hafez was a close personal friend of Nasser (the president of Egypt between 1954-1970), such was not the case with Taha Hussein due to the latter's liberal views [5] . Hussein wrote prolifically on almost all aspects of Egyptian and Arabic life and history, including Islamic history and commentary and the influence of Jewish scholars living in Arab lands [5] . Hussein was a strong proponent for modernization of the interpretation of the Islamic heritage and Islamic religious texts, as demonstrated in his famous book, Pre-Islamic Poetry, which was considered controversial and even banned for a time; he was even threatened with arrest [5] . He was also considered a great literary critic and theorist. Taha Hussein's wife Suzanne was a lifelong friend and mother of their two children. Upon Taha Hussein's death, she wrote a moving book about their literary marriage entitled Avec Toi ("With You").
